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LGS ANCELES, CALI FCRN A
FR DAY, MARCH 26, 2021, 2:03 p.m

THE STENOGRAPH C REPCRTER Do you sol emnl y swear
that the testinony you nay give in the fol |l ow ng
deposition shall be the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, so help you God?

THE WTNESS.  Yes.

M. BIRENBAUM M. Cate, before we get started, |
would just like to make an obj ection on the record and
| et you nove forward. V¢ are going to object to the
recording of this Zoomtranscript. VW are not going to
stop the deposition and are going to | et you proceed, but
we do object toit. VW object to any efforts to use it
in court as it does not neet the requirenents for
admssibility under the evidence code and the
requirements for a certified videographer.

MR CATE W understand the objection and if it
does turn out that that is what the state of the rules
are in Galifornia, we won't do anything to try to play

this at a court proceedi ng.

LOJ S DANCHF,
havi ng been previously renotely duly sworn, was exam ned

and testified as fol |l ows:
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EXAM NATI ON
BY MR CATE
Q I wll nowstart, go into the deposition
Itself.
M. Danoff, ny name is Brandon Cate. | am

an attorney with the Arkansas law firmof Quattl ebaum
QGoons & Tull. M partner, Vince Chadick, is on the Zoom
as well. Qur firmis proud to represent SamPerroni, the
plaintiff inthis lawsuit, that we have filed agai nst the
Los Angel es County Sheriff's Departnent. M. Perroni,
you cannot see him but he is observing the Zoomin a
different roomhere at our law firm

M. Perroni, has filed a |l awsuit under the
California Public Records Act and this is a deposition in
that lawsuit in which I wll ask you questions under
oath. You nust answer the questions unless your attorney
instructs you not to answer a particul ar question.

A though no judge is present, thisis a
formal legal proceeding, just like testifying in court.

V¢ have a court reporter here, Karen
Vilicich, taking down everything that is said during this
deposition, just as if we were in a courtroom And as we
just noted, we are al so making a Zoomrecording of this

for our own records.
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So let's get started. Wbuld you state your
nane for the record, please.
A Louis Danoff. D a-n-o-f-f.
Q Do you still reside at 301 Avenida De La
Merced in Montebello, California?

A Yes.

Q Do you reside anywhere el se?

A No.

Q Have you ever testified in a deposition?
A No.

Q Let ne give you somne rules or ground rul es

that wll help this go nore snoothly. Because we have a
court reporter here taking down everything that we say,
that is said in this Zoom it's inportant that we not
talk over he another. |f you give ne a chance to finish
ny questions, | will do ny best to give you an

opportunity to finish your answers.

A Ckay.
Q “Uh-huhs" and "huh-huhs" don't take very
well on paper. So if you say "uh-huh,” | nay ask you a

followup, "Is that a yes or a no?"

A That's a yes.
Q If you don't understand a question, please
let me knowthat. |'mhappy to rephrase or repeat the

question, whatever the case may be.
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Is that all agreeabl e?
A Yes.
Q Are you taking any nedi cati on or anything
el se that would inhibit your ability to recall events?
A No.
Q Are you taking any nedi cation or anything

el se that woul d inhibit your ability to answer

truthful ly?
A No.
Q Do you have any nedical condition that woul d

inhibit your ability to recall events?

A No.

Q And do you have any nedi cal condition that
woul d inhibit your ability to answer truthfully?

A No.

Q If you need to take a break for any reason,
let ne know. This is not an endurance contest. The only
thing | ask is if there is a question on the table, |
woul d ask you to answer that before we go into a break.

A Ckay.

Q And one last thing, | wll tell you a bri ef
anecdote, | was in atrial recently and an indi vi dual
that | had deposed for a nunber of hours showed up at
trial and said he didn't understand anything | had asked

himin the deposition because English is not his first
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| anguage. And this was a farner, he lived his entire
life in Arkansas.

So | asked him what is his first |anguage.
He said it is Pennsyl vania Dutch.

So because of that experience, | now have
added a question to ny deposition grounds rules: |Is

Engl i sh your first |anguage?

A Yes.

Q I's English the | anguage spoken in your hone?
A Yes.

Q Thank you for that.

You gave a sworn declaration |last summer in

a prior lanwsuit M. Perroni filed. As you nmay recall
fromgiving that declaration, our side considers you a
W t ness because of the book author naned Suzanne Fi nstad
identified you in a book as bei ng a person who gave her
and her not her access to the quote, unquote nurder book
concerning the sheriff's departnent investigation into
the death of actress Natalie Wood. V& will get into the
details of the nurder book in a little bit, but when |
use the term"nurder book," do you have an under st andi ng
of what | amtal ki ng about ?

A Yes.

Q Wiat is that understandi ng of what a nurder

book is at the Los Angel es County Sheriff's Departnent?
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A A nurder book is a collection of the
I nvestigation reports, photographs, autopsy reports,
suppl enental attachnents that enhance your presentation.
Basically it's a collection of materials that you woul d
use if you were going to go forward with a prosecution.

Q Thank you for that.

A It is basically a grouping of -- thisis a
grouping of nmaterials that you are using to basically
identify the case. There mght be nore papers, there
mght be nore itens, but that woul d not be a part of your
nurder book. That woul d be on your -- that would be in
your poor boy or your case file, which would be open to
di scovery.

Q | think | read somewhere that a poor boy is
what you all call the nmanila fol ders?

A The poor boy, yes, it's a brown nmanila
fol der, accordion-type, that opens up. They got the |ong
size or the short size, whatever they have on hand t hat
you grab to put your initial case materials in. So when
you start a case, you grab a poor boy and you put the
file nunber on it and your victims nane and all the
inportant infornmation on the front. And then you start
novi ng that around when you work your case, that's where
you put all your papers. Basically you are collecting

your papers fromthat poor boy that you are eventually
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going to put into -- or copies of which you are going to
put into your nurder book.

Q Thank you.

Vé will get into some nore details about the
nurder book in a nonent.

| first want to nention, Natalie Wod's
narried nanme was Natalie Wagner. Wbuld you agree that
any of ny questions that reference M. Wod is also a
reference to the person Natalie \gner?

A Yes.

Q Ms. Wod died in 1981 so sone of ny
questions w |l ask you about how things were done at the
sheriff's departnment in 1981. M. Finstad wote in her
book that she nmet with you in Novenber of -- in Novenber,
but doesn't indicate the year. It doesn't expressly
state the year. W are surmsing that she was nmaking a
reference to Novenber 2000, coul d have been Novenber,
1999. In any event, some of ny questions relate to how
things were done at the sheriff's departnent around the
year 1999 or 2000. So | just wanted to alert you to that
before we get very far into this.

A Ckay.

Q Wth that background in place, |let ne ask
you sone questions about what you did, if anything, to

prepare for today's deposition.
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First of all, did you do anything to prepare
for this deposition?
A | reread what ny -- reread the docunent that

| read for the first court appearance for this case.

Q Ckay. And | know you --
A | amreaching up to -- it's -- | forgot the
nane -- | forgot the word to use, but | nmade a

declaration. That's what it was, | reviewed ny
decl arat i on.
I'msorry, | don't speak as clearly -- |

don't catch the big words like | did before when | was

younger .
Q You are doi ng great.
A So sonetimes -- so there is going to be a

| ot of handshaki ng here.

Q You are doing great. Take all the tine you
need to answer however you want to answer.

A Ckay.

Q Beyond readi ng your prior declaration, did
you do anything el se to prepare for the deposition?

A There was a -- | do have a copy of an e-nail
that | had sent to M. Perroni in response to his e-nail
to-- original e-mail to me in which he had sent sone
questions and | basically tried to answer them

Q And | have a copy of that as well. W wll
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tal k about that here in a nonent.

Besi des the declaration and a copy of that
e-nmail, did you do anything el se to prepare for today's
deposi tion?

A | contacted the hom cide bureau to advi se
themthat | had recei ved a subpoena and they put nme in
touch with County Counsel. And County Counsel, you know,
Anna, basically responded as ny representative for County
Gounsel .

Q And | know you are represented by counsel,

and | don't want to hear anything about comuni cati ons

bet ween you and your counsel. Ckay?
A Yes.
Q QG her than your counsel, did you talk to

anyone else in preparation for this deposition?

A No.

Q You nade a reference to hom ci de bureau and
| assune that's a reference to the homcide bureau at the
sheriff's departnent?

A Yes.

Q D d you gat her any docunents, other than the
ones we've already di scussed, to prepare for today's
deposi ti on?

A No.

Q Do you keep a file at hone regardi ng

Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com




© 00 N oo 0o b~ W N PP

N N N N NN B P PR R R R R P e
aa A W N P O © 0o N oo 00 M W N B+ O

SAMUJEL A. PERRONI VS ALEX VI LLANUEVA., 21STCP00108
March 26, 2021
Origi nal
13

Ms. Wod' s death investigation?

A | don't have any file of any of that
Investigation. | have never seen that file.

Q Let's talk a little bit about your
enpl oynent background. | hear you have had a very
cel ebrated career. | want to say you worked for the
sheriff's departnent for al nost 35 years?

A Yes.

Q And | read sonewhere that you worked there
from1966 until 2001; is that correct?

A As an active deputy, vyes.

Q Is it true you were an active hom cide
I nvestigator for about 23 years; is that right?

A Yes.

Q Anong ot her things, you worked on a gang
hom cide teamfor a nunber of years; correct?

A Yes.

Q And then after you retired in 2001, you
continued in a reserve capacity for about six years; is
that correct?

A Yes. Yes.

Q And then you cane back a second time in 2009
and worked as some sort of civilian reserve; is that
correct?

A No, | was not on the reserve when | cane
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back in 2009, | was a civilian, but | came back to handl e
a case as the active in-court investigating officer on
a--1 guess it was a -- on a MV etnamese case that | got
and | worked on when | was wor ki ng Unsol ved.

Q Wiat was your position in 19817 Wre you a
hom ci de investigator at that tine?

A Yes.

Q What about the year 1999 or 2000, what was

your position around those years?

A | was working the unsol ved team
Q | didn't understand that. |'msorry.
A In the last years that you nentioned, | was

wor ki ng on the unsolved team It was -- there was about
five of us, four or five of us that were assigned to the
unsol ved team And | was one of them

Q Ckay.

A These are all guys that had been around for
a long tine.

Q Ckay. At sone point, | think you were an
instructor at the California Departnent of Justice's

Hom ci de School ; is that true?

A Yes.

Q Do you renenber what years that woul d have
been?

A | didthat -- | cannot renenber -- | don't
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renenber the year, but | was al ready working the unsol ved
teamwhen they did it. L. AP.D and L.A S D homcides
joined together to put together this presentation for the
Departnent of Justice and | participated inthat. | did
It for a couple of years into ny retirenment and then |
said | had enough.

Q And you nay have to help ne with this next
question, but you worked as -- is the term"librarian" at

the sheriff's departnent?

A Yes.
Q About when were you the librarian?
A | believe in -- 1 can't renenber the dates,

but it's in ny declaration. But | was working on the
gang team we had a gang teamthat formed up for 10
years, | was one of the O3, one of the original
Investigators. In fact, | was the only
non- Spani sh- speaki ng i nvesti gator from hom ci de that
vol unteered for this.

They took two of us, ne and ny partner, Bill
MComas, and we basically set up a library systemin
which we basically built the shelves and cane up with a
systemof recording the cases and basically had three
roons at the old Hall of Justice on the ninth floor, in
which we put our library.

The reason why we did this is prior to that,

Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com




© 00 N oo 0o b~ W N PP

N N N N NN B P PR R R R R P e
aa A W N P O © 0o N oo 00 M W N B+ O

SAMUJEL A. PERRONI VS ALEX VI LLANUEVA., 21STCP00108
March 26, 2021
Origi nal
16

there was no system The investigators all kept their
own files. The only thing that was on file in the bureau
was the case neno. There mght be a -- there mght be a
copy of the -- each individual report in the secretarial
file and there was a copy of the nurder book, if one was
done, that was kept. And it was filed either as an
unsol ved case or as a solved case. That was the only --
iIf you picked up this thing prior to the library and you
did not know the investigators, you woul d have a tough
time putting everything together.

So with the -- with us putting this library
into -- getting it going and then having the guys trust
us, we started getting all the cases brought in. W

categori zed themin an ABGtype, three-by-five card

system

Q How many of there were you all working as
l'i brarians?

A VWl |, when MComas and | first started out,

there were both of us, then we had sone hel p and sone

outside help setting up the shelves and all that stuff,
but we arranged all that stuff. Normally then it came
down to ne, and then after a short tine when it was in
pl ace, McComas and | went back to our original unit, we
were assigned to the gang team and we went back to the

gang team And two other investigators, Qunther and
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Minoz, two ol d-tiners, they took over the job and one or
the other of themmaintained the library. And I
basically didn't have any contact with the library other
than to turn ny poor boys in.

Q | did not catch those |ast two nanes. Could
you repeat those nanes?

A Yes, it's Qunther and Minoz, M u-n-o-z.

Onhce agai n, those two nanes are not

nentioned in ny discovery, Gu-n-t-h-e-r. Qunther.

Q So if sonebody wanted to check out a nurder
book fromthe library, it would be one of those two guys?

A No. MNo. |If sonebody wanted to check out a
library book, let's say an investigator needs it, for
what ever reason, the office needs it, they would fill out
a 8-by-11 card. They would put down the |ibrary nunber,
whi ch they got fromour index. They would put down the
nane and the date. They would hand it in -- in Qunther's
case or Munoz's case, they would give it to those guys,
they woul d have a pickup point that they would drop it
off. Those guys would go to the library, they will pull
that case, and put it on the requesting investigator's
desk.

The reverse process worked when they were

returning it. They would put it in the same place, the

pi ckup poi nt, where we picked up their request, they
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woul d put the poor boy back there, and then it woul d be
refiled on the shelf. And when we refile it, that eight-
by-11 card that we had put inits place, will be taken
out of the space and the file would go back in.

So we had a way of tracing who had it. Ve
traced it basically by an enpty file space. If it was
full it, it was there, if it wasn't full, there was a
card there.

Q So woul d you keep the sane card so if
sonebody el se checked out the sane fil e?

A You know what, whoever checked out that sane
file, it wouldn't be the sane, no. You picked up a
randomthree-by-five card, it was just a nane, you put
your nane on, whoever was ahead of you was crossed off.
It's the bottomnames that | amlooking at to pull the
file. So | did not keep track of how nany people went in
tolook at it, I just was concerned about which file you
wanted and ny ability to track it dow, if |I had to.

Q This woul d have been true of the 1999- 2000

tinme frane?

A Yes. And --
Q | amsorry, | did not catch that
A | said yes. Because there was -- your

questi on you asked ne about when | was librarian, | told

you | was the librarian at the very begi nning, then I
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went back to the teamin -- | cannot renenber the date
that | went to the unsolved team But anyways, MGConas
eventual |y natriculated to the unsol ved team And he,
when he went to the unsol ved team he becane the
librarian. Shortly thereafter, | went over to the
unsol ved teamwhen Bill retired. | becane the |ibrarian
again. So | took over fromwhenever | went to the
unsol ved team you know, to ny retirenent, or just before
ny retirement as being the -- the librarian.

So | picked it up -- | was the originator.
Then | picked it up later in ny career when | was on the
unsol ved team | took it back.

Q Thank you for that expl anation.

| think you retired in NMarch of 2001?

A Yes.

Q So you woul d have been the librarian up
until about March 2001?

A Yes. There is one other point I wll add on
that is that towards the end of ny -- you know, just
prior to ny -- Lynn Reader was assigned to be |ibrarian
to replace ne. And there was an overlap period that Lynn
was also a librarian, but basically, | was conducting
nost of the librarian functions. And Lynn's job, which
once again is in ny wite-up, Lynn's job was to convert

the library system-- let ne back up.
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Hom ci de -- our record-keepi ng had evol ved
trenendously over the 20 years. And we now had a
conputer systemand a |lot of -- everything was nore
conputerized. M ABC system which |lasted for 20 years,
was -- we were running out of space and it was tinme for a
change. Lynn basically went into the new system
assi gned each case a new nunber, and basically nade the
conversion to new nunbers for the systemthat | had
est abl i shed, which was terrific for us going into the
future.
Q (ot you.
And is Lynn a -- is Lynn Reader, is that a
nale or a fenal e?
A He's a nal e.
Q D d you ever work on the investigation
itself into the death of M. Wod?
A No.
Q Do you recall ever handling any paperwork
regarding the death of Ms. Vod?
M5. Bl RENBAUM Vague and anbi guous.
You can answer still.
THE WTNESS: | can answer ?
M5. Bl RENBAUM You can answer. | amjust naki ng
an obj ection for the record.

THE WTNESS: No.
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| will give you this, the only thing that |
mght have done is | mght have put that case on the file
and filed it inthe library. But | really have -- |
never |looked at it. | have no know edge of doi ng that,
but it's a possibility that I could have. | never saw
any paperwork or anything. | never saw that file.
BY MR CATE
Q And | know | am aski ng about events that
happened a long tine ago and I amjust asking to the best
of your recollection.
| take it that the investigation into
M. Wod's death woul d have garnered sone attention in
the sheriff's departnent as the death of any celebrity
probably woul d have. DO d you observe that to be true?
M. BIRENBAUM It calls for specul ation, but you
can answer.
THE WTNESS. You nean if this is sonething that

becane talk within the bureau that we tal ked about ?

BY MR CATE
Q Yes.
A That we inquired about ?
Q Yes.
A At the begi nning, everybody knew - -

everybody knew who the -- who it was, what it was, and

the basic facts about the case, but -- so we -- we tal ked
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about it, but | never tal ked about it with any of the

Investigators. | have never read any of the reports. |
never pursued | ooking at any of the papers. | never saw
the file.

Q Do you have a copy of your e-nail exchange

wth M. Perroni handy?

A Yes, | do.

Q It's an e-mail exchange fromApril of 2020
and let's mark this as Exhibit 1 for the record.

First of all, the e-nmail address on here, is

your e-nail address, "ldanoff @harter.net"?

A Yes.

Q Wul d that have been your e-nail address in
April of 20207?

A Yes.

Q Do these two pages reflect an e-nail
exchange that you had with M. Perroni ?

A Yes.

Q Let's tal k through sonme of what you wote
here. First of all, your e-nail refers tothe LLAS D,
| assune that's a reference to the Los Angel es County
Sheriff's Departnent?

A Yes.

Q Al right. Towards the bottomof page 1,
I'mlooking at the paragraph that starts with "L. A S. D
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Hom ci de Bureau. "
Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q Then you wote, "L.A S. D Homcide Bureau
handl es all death investigations, nmurder, suicides,

suspi ci ous circunst ances, workpl ace, and acci dent al

deat hs. "
Is that a truthful statenent as far as you
know?
A Yes.
Q Wul d that have been true in 19817?
A Yes.
Q I's your know edge in making that statenent

based on your time working for the sheriff's departnent?

A Yes.

Q The next paragraph you wote, "Every nurder
case i s supposed to be booked with reports that detail
the investigation to the point where the investigation is
handl ed to conclusion or to the |ast point wherein it was
actively investigated."

Is that a truthful statenent as far as you
know?

A That's a truthful statement, but there is a
reality point to that also. Not every nurder -- not

every nurder is booked because that's just human error
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and tine. But if it's going to be presented, if that
case is going to be presented, we do -- there will be a

mur der book.

Q That woul d have been true in 1981 as wel | ?
A Yes.
Q Do you know if the investigation into

Ms. Wod's death had a nurder book?

A | do not -- | do not know for sure. | do
not know personal ly, but | woul d assune that it does.

Q Later in that sane paragraph, you wote, "C
course, over the years, due to a variety of reasons, not
every nmurder investigated has a nurder book on file, but
all of the reports generated by a homcide investi gator
Is kept in a separate file maintained by the secretaries
In the bureau and every nurder and of ficer-invol ved
call-out has a neno that is nmaintained by the
admni strative sergeant of the bureau.”

Is that also a truthful statenent as far as

you know?
A Yes.
Q VWul d that have been true in 19817
A Yes.
Q At the bottomof that first page, that |ast

par agraph, you wote, "The nurder book was originally

called a bl ue book due to the blue cover that is used to
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contain the information. In the late 70s, 80s, and 90s,
the L.A County homcide rate expl oded and we started to
call any investigation that was booked for presentation a
nur der book out of conveni ence.

"Yes, you are right, there are a |lot of
I nvestigations that are not nurders, but if we book it,
it is still called a murder book. "

Is that a true statenment as far as you know?

A Yes.

M5. BBRENBAUM | amgoing to object. It is an
I nconpl ete readi ng of the sentence.

MR CATE | wll finishreading it.

Q The | ast sentence says, "Yes, you are right.
There are a |l ot of investigations that are not nurders,
but if we book it, it is still called a nurder book or
shoot i ng book for officer-involved incidents, even if
they do not involve a gun.”

Is that also a true statenent as far as you

know?
A Yes.
Q VWuld all of that have been true in 19817?
A Yes.
Q On the next page, you list out what is

contained in a murder book. Do you see that at the first

full paragraph on the second page?
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Yes.

Let's take that paragraph one itemat a

You first wote, "A nurder book consists of

reports by the handling investigators who detail the

steps taken in the investigation to support a filing of

t he char ge.

charges."

> O >

Q

The filing -- to support a filing of

Is that a true statenent as far as you know?
Yes.

Wul d that have been true in 19817?

Yes.

You next list, "Attachnents: Al supporting

reports relating to the investigation, maps, draw ngs,

search warrants, transcripts, et cetera."

> O >

Q

Is that a true statement as far as you know?
Yes.

Wul d that have been true in 19817?

Yes.

You next |ist, "Suspect Information:

Personal infornation, photo, crimnal history, booking

slip, filing information, and arrest warrant if issued."

Is that a true statement as far as you know?
Yes.

VWul d that have been true in 19817
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A Yes.
Q You next list, "VictimlInformation:
Personal information, photo."
Is that a true statement as far as you know?
Yes.
Wul d that have been true in 19817

Yes.

O >» O >

You next list, "Coroner's Report: The
packet of reports and draw ngs provided by the person

handl i ng the aut opsy."

A Yes.
Q That's a true statenent as far as you know?
A Yes, it is, but it would al so include the

original coroner's deputy that arrived at the scene that
transported the body if we have all of his information
al so. You know, he's the guy that collects the
fingernail clippings, he sets up the photographs.

Yes, it's not -- it's not just the doctor,
you know, who conducts the autopsy, it starts with when
the coroner investigator arrives and does his
investigation. So the coroner's packet has everything
that the coroner's office did.

Q Got it. That all would have been true in
1981 as wel | ?
A Yes.
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Q I n your experience, in your experience, is
It typical that there woul d have been phot ographs taken
during the autopsy process?

A Yes.

Q And if there are photographs taken during
t he aut opsy process, woul d you expect those to be in the
nurder book as wel | ?

A Sone investigators do and sone investigators
don't, but it would be a part of the -- it would
definitely be a part of your manila fol der, your poor
boy.

Q So those pictures would nake it to the

sheriff's departnent in sone fashion?

A They woul d definitely be a part of ny file,
yes.

Q And that's -- would that have al so been true
in 19817

A Yes.

Q You last wote in that paragraph, and agai n

I'mlooking at Exhibit 1, second page, "There is a |lot of
other information collected during an investigation that
Is pertinent to the prosecution and di scoverabl e by the
defense during a trial. These include, but are not
limted to the investigator notebooks, crine scene

phot os, aut opsy phot os, subjects devel oped during the
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investigation but elimnated, clues called in and worked
to a negative conclusion, et cetera. These itens are
housed in a nmanila fol der, boxes, or file cabinets,
dependi ng upon the scope of the investigation."

Is that a truthful statenment you typed there

as far as you know?

A Yes.

Q Wul d that have been true in 19817?

A Yes.

Q Was there a format for how a nurder book was

supposed to be organi zed on its insides?

A The fornmat that | presented to you was ny
personal format. The investigator or the secretary puts
it together the way they wanted it. But all ny books
were put together pretty nmuch the way | have it out there
and that's the way | would tag themor put tabs for each
section. That's ny way.

But this information, all this infornation
that 1'mtal king about, that woul d be used to prosecute a
case, would be in that -- in that nurder book.

Can | go back one deal with the question
that you said about crine scene photos whi ch you covered
in ny thing?

Qi ne scenes photos mght be a part of your

nurder book, but in nost cases, they aren't. They are
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part of the poor boy, you know, your poor boy. And both
the defense and the prosecuti on have access to that and
wll pick out the pictures whatever they want to present
as evi dence.

Q But the base el enents, | think you are
telling ne this is how you organi zed your nurder books,
but there could be sonme variety with different
I nvesti gat ors?

A Yes. For an exanpl e, one exanple, guy puts
together his reports and he has got his patrol reports
and he has got his first homcide reports, he has got his
| ab receipts, he has got his |ab reports, and then all of
a sudden, he wites -- nore information cones in and he
has a report. The book has al ready been started, they
just throwthat in the back.

Wth ny system all the reports are
together. So you just go to the report section and you
can read the whol e thing w thout junping through a whol e
bunch of hoops to get sonepl ace. You get the whol e
story.

Q (ot you.

So the things that you typed out in this
e-mail to M. Perroni, you woul d expect to see that in
any nurder book, though the order could be different

dependi ng on the investigator?
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A Yes. Hold on for one second.

MR CATE Let's go off the record.

(Exhibit 1 marked for identification.)

(Recess taken.)

MR CATE Back on the record.

Q Tell nme about the -- where was the library
first located when you all set it up in the early 1980s?

A Early 1980s, we were located up in the Hall
of Justice in Downtown L. A, | think between Broadway and
Spring Street, Tenple, and the freeway. And we were up
on the eighth floor. | think there was one roomon the
ninth floor.

No, hom cide bureau was on the eighth floor,
the library was on the ninth floor. There was one ot her
roomthat mght have been on the 10th fl oor.

Q At sone point, there was an earthquake and
t he buil ding was condemmed and you all had to nove the
library; right?

A Yes.

Q By the time we get to 1999 and 2000, where
was the library? It was in a gymor sonethi ng?

A Ckay. | was -- | had already taken the
l'ibrary back and was running a |ibrary when that nove
occurred. So | oversaw the nmove fromthe Hall of Justice

to the Eastern Avenue facility, which is now our acadeny,
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| think.

Anyways, there was the Eastern Avenue
facility that the original sheriff's departnent acadeny
was located at. | think it's back there now again. And
they have a jail there and over the years, we had --
there was a gymthat was there. In the old days, the
gymmasi umwas used for recruit training classes. And
when we noved fromthe Hall of Justice, we noved into
that gymmasium which is on the Eastern Avenue facility,
just south of where the jail facility is |ocated.

There are other county busi nesses on the
hill there, but this particular one is sheriff. | think
sheriff autonotive also has a facility up there. Fire
departrment has a facility up there. Their headquarters
I's up there.

Q How rmuch of the library -- how nuch space in

the gymdid the library take up?

A It took up the southern half of the library.
Q Sout hern half of the gyn?
A Southern half of the gymnasium Actually,

the whole part of that gymmasium if you cut the gym part
inhalf, the library took up half, and we al so had the
sout hern hal f, the renai ning southern half of that
building. So --

Q Go ahead.
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A You go ahead.
Q If someone wanted to cone in and check out a

nur der book, would they be allowed to | eave the prem ses
withit?

A ly on very specific circunstances. Let ne
put it this way: Let's say an investigator really needs
the nurder book, like right now, it can't wait until
tonorrow He drives up -- you know, the separation
bet ween where Biscailuz Center is, the Eastern Avenue
facility, Biscailuz Center, and where the sheriff's
homcide is located in the Aty of Commerce is
approxi mately five year -- five mles. Five years.

So anyways, he would drive up, | will goin
there and get his file, hand it to him and he coul d wal k
out with it, because he has filled out the paperwork, |
amready to go. | amjust accommodati ng him

If I wasn't available, because | do work
cases, if | wasn't available, they would either call
ahead and the property custodian would get it for himor
sonebody -- sonebody fromthe office woul d nake the run

up there and pick it up for him sually --

Q Go ahead.
A Wsually it was me. Wsually things didn't
happen -- usually people did not have to have things that

f ast.
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Q Ckay. So | take it that it would be nore
custonary if sonebody was checking out a nurder book,
they would look at it on-site there at the gym is that

what you are sayi ng?

A No, they wouldn't look at it -- if somebody
was checking out a nurder book, they would either -- they
woul d probably call nme ahead and | will fill out the card

for them pull the nurder book, and they wll come by and
pick it up.

If I wasn't there and they had the key or
they went in there with the custodian, they mght go into
the library and pull their spot, pull their case because,
you know, it was easy to find. So, you know, but that
woul d be the only tinme anybody el se woul d be in there.

Q Ckay.

A In other words, for nost -- for 99 percent
of the time, | would know woul d who be in there because |
woul d be there.

Q If somebody wanted to review a nurder book

there on-site at the gymnasium were there facilities to

do that?

A No.

Q There were no desks, no office, or anything
li ke that?

A | had an office and | had a desk, but nobody
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-- nobody was invited into it there.

Q How bi g was your office?

A If it was -- if there was an investigator,
he took it with him

Q Ckay. How big was your office?

A M/ office was fairly snall. It operated --
it was about the width of the entry area and the size --
the length of the entry area and the width is about one
desk, one-and-a-half desk wide. There were two desks in
there and one table, snmall table in the northwest corner,
and the lighting was poor. You could -- if people came
and visited, they didn't -- which | did not have very
nany people -- cane up and they did stop to pick up
sonet hing, you know, | would not talk to themin the
office, I woul d come out.

Q Ckay. You used the phrase "property
custodi an" and then you then used the word "custodi an, "
was there sone sort of custodian on-site there at the
gymasi un?

A What do you nean by "custodi an" or are you
waiting for ny explanation for that?

Q You used the phrase, sonetines if you
weren't available, a property custodi an mght do
sonet hi ng.

A The property custodian is the person --
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basically is the person who categorizes and fil es our
hom ci de evi dence.

Q Ckay.

A So that's the only custodian. d eanup guys,
that's me, or else when the jail was in operation, |
mght get a crew, you know, once every two nonths or
sonething like that to do a nop through.

Q And do you renenber the name of the property
custodi an i n 1999?

A Shoot. Ford. There were two of them and
the one | remenber, his last name was Ford. And | should
renenber her full nane, but | don't right now Because

we used to wal k about three, four mles a day. Ford.

Q A fenal e naned Ford?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. And you thought there was a second

one as well?

A Yes.

Q Wul d that have been a fermale or a nal €?

A Fenal e.

Q Ckay. There was sonething -- | think it was

in your declaration that you tal ked about the rare
occasi ons that a nenber of the public, sonmebody from
outside the sheriff's departnment, mght review a nurder

book, and you limted it to victims famlies.
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Do | have that right?

A ND.
Q Tell nme how!| don't have that right.
A Victims famlies never cane up to the

library. Investigators mght reviewtheir case with the
victims famly, they will talk the case out with them
they will show themwhat they have, this thing and that.
But that woul d not be done in the library and I do not do
t hat .

Peopl e that we are tal king about is that
there were occasions, not very nany, in which authors had
gotten permssion to look at certain files. And those
peopl e, had they gone through the proper, you know,
cl earances, and usually, | was advised that they were
comng fromthe bureau, would cone in, and | woul d show
themthe file that they want or el se they coul d have cone
in with another investigator, you know, that had the
cl earance and he woul d bring himin and show him show
himthe things that he wanted to see.

But there has only been a couple. | can

renenber only about two or three people that did that.

Q Do you renenber any of those author's names?
A Ckay. Yeah. Janmes HIlroy. And he cane in
wth -- he cane inwith Bill Stoner. And one of the

occasions wth that was that B Il Stoner was a hom ci de
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-- retired homcide investigator sergeant, and he
basi cally, they basically reworked -- what was the
aut hor' s nane agai n?

Q You said Janes HIroy naybe?

A Yeah, HIroy.

Yeah, he basically reworked his nother's
case and James HIroy wote a book about that
rei nvestigation.

Q Ckay.

A And Stoner was the hom ci de representati ve,
as they are doing this, and that got a lot of publicity.

The other one that | renenber that was there
for several days was a person that wanted access to our
files on the Sirhan S rhan case.

Renenber, even though he was there, | did
not provide any of these people wth any place to sit
down. | did not provide themwth -- they had to nake do
and find -- they had to make do with what they had and
find their own confort zone. And those itens didn't
| eave the library.

Q So these authors, HIlroy and the S rhan
Sirhan guy conducted their reviewthere on-site at
gymasi un?

A Yes. There mght have been a few ot her

peopl e that cane in with investigators, investigators
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brought themin to view whatever they wanted to view but
it was all legit as far as their having cl earance and
stuff like that. And unless the investigator checked out
that file, which | wasn't questioning if an investigator
was there, I would have ny -- | would have ny eight-by-11
card to put into the spot.

Q You have used the word "permssion” and you

have al so used the word "cl earance," that these authors
had to get permssion or clearance, how woul d they go
about doi ng that?

A Vell, first of all, they would have to
contact the sheriff's informati on bureau and nake a
request to see a certain case or file, whatever

The sheriff's informati on bureau woul d then
forward that to the admn sergeant at the hom ci de bureau
and, of course, the captain would get involved in this,
and they woul d make a decision as to whether they woul d
approve or reject this application. If it was approved
sonmewheres along the line, I was notified that so and so
woul d be comng and | woul d know who it was. Peopl e just
didn't walk up and say, "Hey," and flash me sone paper
| knew specifically who was com ng and why.

Q Do you renenber any instances of an aut hor

showi ng up wi thout an investigator acconpanying the

aut hor ?
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A No.

MR CATE This is a good stopping point. Do you
all want to take a break? \&¢ have been goi ng about an
hour .

M5. BIRENBAUM Do you have not estinate of how
much | onger you have?

MR CATE | amhalfway through ny outline.

M5. Bl RENBAUM Are you okay to keep going,

M. Danoff?

THE WTNESS: |' m okay.

MB. Bl RENBAUM Wiat about you, M. --

THE STENOGRAPH C REPCRTER | amfine to keep
going. It is up to you guys.

M5. BIRENBAUM (kay, let us knowif you need a
br eak.

BY MR CATE

Q Wul d nost nurder books be kept, if they
were | arge enough, in a box?

M. BBRENBAUM | amgoing to object. It calls for

specul ati on.

BY MR CATE
Q You can answer the questi on.
A Ckay. Renenber | was telling you that we

start collecting infornmation, right, we start collecting

paperwork, pictures, we start collecting a lot of junk.
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Pretty soon, that junk is a lot larger than your poor
boy. So you mght go to two poor boys. But eventually,
it mght go to be a box. Wen you finally end up with
all this stuff, it is big enough for a box.

Sone of these investigations, S rhan Srhan,
whi ch wasn't our original handl e, but because he was in
our custody and we were there at the scene, those
becone -- those are basically in four-tier cabinets,
four-drawer cabinets. Sonetines two or three.

So it all depends on how big the
investigation is as far as you are collecting all these
--all this information.

Q The boxes coul d be used to hold a nurder
book?

A Boxes, if | -- if the case is stored in a
box, the murder book woul d be part of that box, plus the
one that is on file, you know, at the office.

Q | amtrying to skip down through ny outline
to not repeat things we've al ready cover ed.

Do you recall having a conversation wth
anyone regardi ng the contents of the nurder book
regarding M. Wod' s deat h?

A The contents, no.

Q Do you recall having a conversation with

anyone regarding any files regarding Ms. Wod' s deat h
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that weren't in her nurder book?

A | don't know what files are in the nurder
book. So | don't -- you know, | never saw any paperwor k
regarding that case. The only thing that | did with that
case is, like | had witten, was all hearsay. This is
office talk. Everybody -- you know, it's a snall office.
V¢ are homcide investigators, we are inquisitive. V¢
know what i s happening around us. This is a case that
peopl e tal ked about. | had the sane type of know edge.
Not hi ng inside, just the sane stuff as everybody el se
woul d have access to.

Q Vére you aware that M. Wod' s body had
under gone an aut opsy?

A | assuned that it had because she died.
There is no doctor to sign.

Q Had you ever seen the coroner's report
regardi ng that autopsy?

A No.

Q Have you ever seen any phot ographs taken in
connection with the autopsy of Ms. WWod?

A No.

Q Do you have an opinion as to whether the
murder book regarding the investigation into M. Wod's
deat h contai ns phot os taken in connection wth her

aut opsy?
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M5. BBRENBAUM | amgoing to interject a bunch of
obj ections here. It calls for speculation. It's beyond
the scope of this lay witness's testinony. It is
over br oad.

If you can answer the question, sir, you are

wel cone to answer it.

BY MR CATE
Q You can answer the question, M. Danoff.
A I woul d assune with the scope of this

i nvestigation, that there were autopsy reports and
phot ogr aphs woul d be a part of that file.

Q Wuld it surprise you if the nmurder book did
not contai n aut opsy phot os?

M. BIRENBAUM Again, | amgoing to object that it
calls for specul ati on.

You can answer .

THE WTNESS. The nurder book probably did not have
-- | woul d assune the nurder book woul d not have the
aut opsy photos. It would have the coroner's report.
Photos woul d be in the case file.
BY MR CATE

Q Wiere woul d the case file be kept? Is that
sonething in the library?

A That woul d either be with the investigator,

or the person who is acting as the investigator at that
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particular point intime, or it would be in the library.
Q Do you know a gentl eman naned Ral ph
Her nandez who worked as a deputy sheriff in the sheriff's
depart nent hom ci de bur eau?
A It doesn't junp out at ne, no.
Q That's fine.

Let me preface ny next question wth sone
background i nformati on about two of the book authors that
have been discussed in M. Perroni's |awsuits.

M. Hernandez gave testinony at M. Perroni's prior
lawsuit that the sheriff's departnent's files concerning
the investigation into M. Wod's death have been split
into two portions: The 1981 investigation and then the
2011, the investigation that started in 2011, the

rei nvestigation.

M. Hernandez testified that he determ ned
that access to portions of the 1981 fil es have been
provi ded to persons, including Ms. Finstad and to an
aut hor named Sam Kashner. M. Hernandez testified that
these individual s were provided access to portions of the
1981 file in the years between the sheriff's departnent's
closing of its investigation into Natalie Wod's death
and the reopening of the investigation in 2011.

Wth that background regardi ng why I am

aski ng you questions about those two authors, |let ne ask
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you this: First, do you know Sam Kashner ?

A ND.

Q | take it you don't recall ever speaking to
M. Kashner?

A ND.

Q Do you know i f you have ever communi cated in

witing with M. Kashner?

A ND.
Q Have you ever provi ded docunents to
M. Kashner?
A ND.
Q WI|l you agree with me that there can be a

di stinction between gi ving sonet hing to sonmeone or giving
sonmeone access to sonet hi ng?

Like I could directly give you a book or |
could tell you, "Hey, there is a book down the hall in ny
office, you are welcone to grab it."

Does that distinction make sense to you?

A | know what your distinctionis, but it
doesn't apply to ne.

Q That's fine. | want to ask the | ast
question a little bit different now

Have you ever provided M. Kashner with
access to any docunents?

A No. Specifically on this case -- on the
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Wod' s case, no.
Q Anything in general with M. Kashner?
A No.
Q Al right. And then forgive ne, thisis

going to get tedious | amafraid, but | want to be
specific wth ny questions. DO d you provide any kind of
opportunity for M. Kashner to have access to any kind of
docunent s?

A No.

MB. Bl RENBAUM  (bj ecti on.

That's okay. Wait until | object next tine.
I will let your question go.
THE WTNESS: No.
BY MR CATE

Q Let ne ask this: Do you know anyt hi ng about
M. Kashner bei ng provi ded access by soneone el se to
anything fromM. Wod' s death investigation?

A No.

Q Let me ask you those simlar questions
regardi ng Ms. Finstad.

M. BIRENBAUM Can | nmake one objection for all of
the line of questioning and just put it out there or
after you ask a question, I wll nake ny objection as a
standi ng objection to the set of questions?

MR CATE You nake what ever objections you think
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you need to nake.

M. BBRENBAUM | think it will go nore efficiently
that way.

MR CATE Do you want to nake it now?

M5. Bl RENBAUM Pose your question, | wll object,

he' Il answer. Ckay?
BY MR CATE
Q As | nentioned, M. Danoff, Ms. Finstad has

Identified you as a person who provided to her access to
Ms. Wod' s nurder book.

First off, do you know Ms. Fi nstad?

M5. BIRENBAUM You can answer. | don't have
obj ecti ons.
THE WTNESS. No, | don't know her. | have -- the

nane doesn't nmean anything to ne other than it was
brought to ny attention with this -- with this case, this
I nvestigati on.

No, | don't know her.

BY MR CATE
Q Bear with nme as | ask these questions then.
Do you recal |l ever speaking to Ms. Finstad?
A No.
Q Do you recall ever communicating wth

Ms. Finstad in witing?

A No.
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Q D d you ever provide any kind of docunent or
docunents to Ms. Fi nstad?

A No.

Q D d you ever provide Ms. Finstad with access
to any docunent s?

A No.

Q D d you ever provide any kind of opportunity
for M. Finstad to have access to any docunent s?

A No.

Q Do you know anyt hi ng about Ms. Finstad bei ng
provi ded access by anyone el se to anything regardi ng the
Investigation into Ms. Wod' s deat h?

A No.

Q M. Hernandez's testinony suggests that
there nay have been ot her persons who had access to
portions of the 1981 files regarding the death
I nvestigation into Ms. WWod.

M. BIRENBAUM That calls for speculation as to
your representation about what Detective Hernandez's
decl aration or testinony may have suggest ed.

Qher than that, |I'mjust making the
obj ection for the record. The w tness can answer.
MR CATE That's fine.
MB. BIRENBAUM Do you need the question reread?

MR CATE There is no question yet.
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Q Have you ever provi ded docunents fromthe
murder book regarding Ms. Wod' s death to anyone out si de
the sheriff's departnent?

A | have never provided docunents to anybody
because | have never seen docunents fromthat file.

Q Have you ever provi ded access to docunents
fromthe investigation into Ms. Wod's death to anyone
outside the sheriff's departnent?

A I have no recollection of ever pulling that
file or handling that file or ever providing access to
anybody el se -- to anybody -- for that file.

Q Do you recall ever hearing that a nenber of
the public had received access to anything from
Ms. Wod' s nurder book?

A I mght have heard that, but | don't know
anyt hi ng about that.

Q You said you mght have heard that, woul d
you have heard that when you were an enpl oyee of the

sheriff's departnent?

A ND.
Q Wien mght you have heard that?
A | don't know [|'mjust -- | don't even know

if I did hear it to be honest with you, but because of
the nature of this investigation here, just something --

| just mght have heard that -- | mght have heard
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sonepl ace and it wasn't fromthe sheriff's departnent,
nmaybe it is something fromthe public or sonething,
newspaper, stuff like that, but | don't -- | have no

know edge of that.

Q Ckay.

A | don't want to open up another can of
wornms, but | just -- I"'mtrying to answer you truthfully,
and | don't know which -- to be truthful, | guess | don't

know. But | just thought | heard sonething |ike that.
Maybe | just assumed it. Maybe | just assuned it because
there was so nmuch specul ati on, so nany books that had
been witten, and so nuch -- this case has been opened
several times or at |east one other -- two other tines
that | really don't -- everything that | have heard from
that woul d have been through the news or they recently

had a docunentary on her life and death that | did see.

Q The HBO docunent ary?
A Yes.
Q V¢ are here to open cans of worns, so if you

do remenber where you mght have heard that about the
nenbers of the public receiving access to the file,
pl ease speak up.

M5. BBRENBAUM | amgoing to interject that it
obvi ously woul dn't cover anything that is attorney/client

privilege, any conversation M. Danoff woul d have had
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w th counsel.
BY MR CATE
Q | amnot trying to elicit any conversations

you had with Ms. Birenbaumor anyone with her law firm
That's a privileged conversation.

Do you renenber any conversati ons you had
w th anyone not a menber of the sheriff's department and
not your counsel and not ne today regarding Ms. Wod' s

mur der book?

A No.

Q In the declaration you signed | ast summer,
and for Counsel, | wll tell you, I'mlooking at
paragraph 14 of that declaration, you testified, "I have

no recol lection of ever talking to or neeting with a
fenal e author by the name of Suzanne Fi nstad."”

M. Danoff, do you remenber giving that

t esti nony?
A | wote it, yes.
Q To nme, there is a distinction between an

outright denial and just saying "I have no recollection."
So | want to understand, are you telling us
you definitely remenber not tal king to anyone by the nane
of M. Finstad or you just don't recollect it?
M. BIRENBAUM (alls for specul ation.
THE WTNESS. Is this sonmething | answer or no?
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M. BIRENBAUM It's vague and anbi guous. |It's
phrased as a doubl e negative. It's vague and anbi guous.

MR CATE You can answer the question.

M. BIRENBAUM |f you understand it, you can
answer the question.

THE WTNESS. Repeat the question.

BY MR CATE

Q Let ne ask it a different way. |s your
testinony today that you definitely renenber not talking
to M. Finstad or is your testinmony "I don't recall it,
but it coul d have happened"?

M. BIRENBAUM (bject. It is vague and anbi guous,
but you can answer.

THE WTNESS: | don't recall ever talking to this
person. |I'mnot telling you that | didn't talk to her,
but I didn't talk to her about this case and | can -- |
will stand on that.

BY MR CATE

Q Ckay. | appreciate that.

If Ms. Finstad were to testify under oath
that she definitely remenbers nmeeting with you and
getting access to the nurder book, would you say that's
not truthful testinony?

M. BIRENBAUM (alls for specul ation.

THE WTNESS: Do | answer? |s this an answer or
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not ?
MB. BIRENBAUM If you can.
THE WTNESS: (kay.
M5. BBRENBAUM He is asking if something were to

happen in the future, how woul d you respond.

BY MR CATE
Q M ease answer the question.
A | would say -- | amsaying, no, | never

tal ked to her about this case.

Q Ckay. VWeére you surprised when you | earned
that Ms. Finstad had witten in a book that you had been
t he person who provi ded her access to the nurder book
regarding the investigation into the death of M. VWwod?

A | just basically recently just |earned about
what it was she wote and how she got it, but yeah, | was
surprised. Yes, very nuch.

Q D d you nmake any effort to contact

Ms. Finstad to chal | enge her account?

A No.

Q Have you --

A | did not even know she wote a book.

Q | take it it was about a year ago that she

publ i shed the book that mentioned you.
A | didn't know about her witing a book, I

didn't read the book, | never read any book on this case,
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i ncl udi ng a nmurder book.
Q In the book, Ms. Finstad nakes the claim
that Dewayne Rasure was the | ead hom ci de detective

investigating the death of M. Wod. Do you know if that

Is true?
A | believe so, yes.
Q Am| saying that name correctly, Rasure?
A Rasur e.
Q Rasure. Thank you.
D d you know Det ective Rasure?
A Yes.
Q D d you ever work with himon an

I nvesti gation?

A Yeah, he was ny training officer in
hom ci de.
Q Besi des being your training officer, were

you all friends?

A ly through work.

Q You all had a good worki ng rel ati onshi p?
A Yes.

Q Ms. Finstad wote in the book that she

described himas genial, which | take it to nean friendly
and cheerful .
Do you agree with that characterization --

A Yes.
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Q -- of Detective Rasure?

A Yes.

Q That's a yes?

A Yes.

Q Do you know i f Detective Rasure knew
Ms. Finstad?

A | don't know No, | don't know

Q Dd Rasure retire in the 1980s?

A | believe so, yes.

Q D d you communi cate with himafter he
retired?

A | think | saw himone tinme at sone

retirement gathering, and that was it.
Q Do you recall ever having a conversation
with Detective Rasure about the investigation into

Ms. Wod' s deat h?

A Never had a conversation about this case
with him
Q Do you recal |l ever having a conversation

with Detective Rasure about M. Finstad?

A Nope. No.

Q Do you recall ever having a witten
communi cation wth Detective Rasure about the
investigation into Ms. Wod' s deat h?

A Never had a witten communi cation wth
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Rasur e.

Q Ms. Finstad wote in her book that you had
the nicknane of "Saeet Lou." |s that a ni ckname that
co-workers call ed you?

A Sneet Lou was used only by the bl ack

deputies that worked with ne at Lenox Station when | was

working patrol and by GI Carillo, homcide investigator.

They called nme "Louie the Hat." People don't know ny

nane.
Q They call ed you "Louie the Hat"?
A Yeah.
Q Wy is that?
A Because | al ways wear a hat.
Q Ms. Finstad described you as an L. A P.D.

detective. You never worked for the LLAP.D; right?

A That's right.
Q Was your title ever "Detective"?
A |'ve always introduced nyself as an

Investigator. The word "investigator” and "detective"
are probably interchangeable, but to nme, the difference

isthat | am-- | work to find the truth. So | call

nysel f an investigator and | probably worked ny best work

I n clearing peopl e.
Q In clearing peopl e?

A Yeah, unfortunately. Yeah.
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Q Vére you ever disciplined by the sheriff's
departnent for anything related to Ms. Wod' s nurder book
or file?

A No.

M. BIRENBAUM Belatedly invades his right to
privacy, but he answered it.

MR CATE Let's take a break. Let nme confer wth
ny client.

(Recess taken.)

MR CATE Back on the record.

M5. BIRENBAUM W' re back on the record. Ve are
just not going to see your face. Ckay?

THE WTNESS: (kay.

BY MR CATE

Q M. Danoff, you nentioned two property
custodians at the gym two females, one with the | ast
nane of Ford. Do you happen to renenber her first nane?

M. Bl RENBAUM  Asked and answer ed.

You can answer agai n.
THE WTNESS: | should renenber it, but | don't. |
don't renenber her first nane.
Cheryl. Cheryl Ford.
BY MR CATE
Q Thank you for that. I'mnot trying to -- |

know your counsel is going to object as asked and
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answered. | amjust seeing since we have nmade progress
since | asked the question earlier, do you happen to
renenber the nane of the other fenal e custodi an?

A No.

Q Ckay. If you happen to renenber that

tonight or tonorrow, would you |l et your counsel know that

nane?

A Yes.

M5. BBRENBAUM |I'mw il go one nore, we can | eave
a blank in the deposition transcript. |If he renenbers it

in the time between now and himsigning the transcript, |
amokay wth himfilling it inif Counsel would |ike.

MR CATE | appreciate the -- it can showup in a
errata sheet. Thank you for that, M. Danoff.

(I'nformation request ed:

BY MR CATE
Q Ddyou work with a gentlenan with the | ast

nane of Garrison?

A The nane is not famliar to ne.

Q It's not?

A No.

Q Dd you work --

A | mght have, but | don't recall it, no.
Q ['mtrying to renenber sone -- | amtrying
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to see what you know about some potential w tnesses here.
Dd you work with a gentleman by the nane of
Ham | t on?
A Yeah, Ham|ton was in the bureau the sane
time | was. V¢ had worked the Metropolitan bureau before
comng to the bureau, so | know Hamlton, yeah, but |

never worked w th hi mthough.

Q Do you renmenber Hamlton's first name?
A Roy.
Q Roy Ham |t on.

Do you renenber Roy Hamlton's position?
A He was a homcide investigator. | think he
was Rasure's partner.
Q Dd you -- do you recall having any

di scussions wth M. Hamlton regarding Ms. Wod' s deat h?

A Never had a conversation w th hi mabout
this. No.
Q Let's tal k about Rasure for a nonent. Do

you recall M. Rasure ever show ng you phot ographs of
M. Vwod?

A No. He never showed me anything fromthe
file, nor did we talk about it.

Q Do you have any recol |l ection of ever hearing
that Rasure was show ng phot ographs of M. VWwod?

A No.
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Q Onhce Rasure woul d have cl osed the
I nvestigation, where woul d those poor boys and ot her
parts of his file go? Wuld they be consolidated into a
nur der book?

M. BIRENBAUM (alls for specul ation. Asked and

answer ed.
BY MR CATE
Q You can answer the question.
A Like | said before, all of the paperwork

that he had accurmul ated and everything that he had put
into the file, including anything that -- including in a
nmur der book, phot ographs, and anyt hing el se woul d have
gone into a -- either a cardboard box or a poor boy or a
file cabinet, you know, under that case nanme and been
filed at the library.

Q Thank you for that.

Ohce an investigation is closed, would the

records be kept together regarding that investigation?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. You discussed the eight-
and- a- hal f- by-el even card that you would stick in the
| i brary when soneone checked out a nmurder book. Do you
recal | that?

A Yes.

Q If you wanted to go |lay your hands on that
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card today regarding Ms. Wod' s nurder book, woul d you
know where to | ook for that?

A No. | don't even know what their systemis
today. | nean, | knowthat it's changed to a different
system but | don't know what their protocol is.

Q You testified about the library system bei ng
converted to a conputer systemat some point; correct?

A Yes, it was converted twice as a natter of
fact. Wen | -- when Bill MComas went to the unsol ved
team he put the card systeminto a snall, you know,
honenade-type of conputer program And then when Lynn
Reader came onboard, he reentered it and nade it
conpati ble to the new conputerized systemthat the
hom ci de bureau and the departnent was using.

Q Wien you retired, these conputer systens
were not in place yet; correct?

A That's right.

Q You were still using the card systemwhen
you retired?

A Wien | stopped being librarian, yes.

Q There is no dispute in this lawsuit or at
least in the prior lawsuit, there was no dispute that
Ms. Finstad did receive portions of the sheriff's
departnent file regarding the death of Ms. Wod and

copi es of those docunents were produced to M. Perroni.
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Your testinony today is that you woul d not have been the
person to produce those docunents to Ms. Finstad. Do you
know who el se woul d have been in a position to provide
Ms. Finstad with portions of the file?

M. BIRENBAUM (alls for specul ation.

BY MR CATE
Q You can answer the questi on.
A | don't know The original investigators I

knew and | never tal ked about this case with them The
second investigation or third investigation that was
reopened up -- actually, | never tal ked about this case
w th anybody, but -- and after | retired, | did not have
access to the library. Even as a reserve working out of
homcide, | didn't have access to the library.

So | don't know

MR CATE M. Danoff, | appreciate your tine
today. | pass the wtness.

M. BIRENBAUM | don't have any questi ons.

MR CATE Al right. M. Danoff, | appreciate
your tine today and thank you for working with us with
and doi ng this over Zoom

THE WTNESS. You are wel cone. Thank you.

M5. BIRENBAUM Are we off the record?

MR CATE Of the record.

(The matter was adjourned at 3:52 p.m)
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DECLARATI ON UNDER PENALTY CGF PERIURY

I, LOJS DANCFF, do hereby certify under
penalty of perjury that | have read the foregoi ng
transcript of ny deposition taken MARCH 26, 2021; that |
have nmade such corrections as appear noted on the
Deposition Errata Page, attached hereto, signed by ne;
that ny testinony as contai ned herein, as corrected, is

true and correct.

Dated this day of ,

2021, at ,

California.

LAJ S DANCH-
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STATE G- CALI FCRN A
GONTY G LG5 ANGELES

|, Karen Vilicich, CSR 7634, Certified Shorthand
Reporter, do hereby certify:

That prior to being examned, the wtness naned in
the foregoi ng deposition was by ne duly sworn;

That said deposition was taken down by ne in
shorthand at the tine and place therein named and
thereafter transcribed under ny direction;

| further certify that | amneither counsel for, nor
related to, any party to said proceedi ngs, not in anyway
interested in the outcone thereof.

| declare under penalty of perjury under the | aw of
the State of California that the foregoing is true and
correct.

Dated: April 9th, 2021

/{CN\/\ V M

Karen Vilicich
CSR No. 7634, CRR
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