LOS ANGELES COUNTY MEDICAL AS'S.OCIATI‘ON

1925 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD - LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90057 - (213) 4a83-1581

MAILING ADDRESS ! P. O BOX 3465, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90054

April 16, 1982

Honorable Peter F. Schabarum '}QO_//
Board of Supervisors e
Hall of Administration A e ,
500 W. Temple St., Ste, 856 ; /
Los Angeles, CA 90012 m/{\—ﬂ/! o /)z,ﬁﬂaz&w{—
- é {/ At
C

Dear Supervisor Schabarum:

With regard to the current situation involving Doctor
Thomas T. Noguchi and the office of Chief Medical Exam-
iner-Coronor, the Los Angeles County Medical Association
would like to make the following points:

*It is absolutely essential that Los Angeles
County have an independent medical examiner.

*The Coronor's office must be headed by a
highly qualified and thoroughly competent
forensic pathologist. ;

*The professional competence and qualifications
of Doctor Noguchi as a forensic pathologist
are not in question. ‘

*Activities that Doctor Noguchi participated in
with this Association have benefited the health
and safety of the community, particularly in
regard to his assistance in helping develop
"Guidelines for Discontinuance of Cardiopulmon-
ary Life Support Systems Under Specified Circum-
stances,'" which have received international acclaim.

*The- Life Foundation which Doctor Noguchi founded
is a vital resource for development of tissue and
organ banks.

We would appreciate it if this information is made part
of the record concerning Doctor Noguchi, Thank you.

Simcerely,
/ﬁ/éwlm.d >

Michael I. Freilic
President
MIF:gl

cc: Each Supervisor
Executive Officer
Thomas T. Noguchi, M.D.
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April 5, 1982

Civil Service Commission ;761 /
County of Los Angeles

222 North Grand Avenue ; JZliﬁéLAL/LA

Los Angeles, CA 90012
RE: THOMAS T. NOGUCHI, M.D.
Gentlemen:

THOMAS T. NOGUCHI, M.D. hereby appeals his suspension
of thirty calendar days, effectlve as of March 29, 1982, He
requests a Hearing before the Civil Service Commission. This
appeal is based upon the improper, arbitrary, calculated and
discriminatory action of the Board of Supervisors.

When questions were raised about the operation of the
office of Chief Medical Examiner - Coroner, the Board asked out-
side experts to investigate Dr. Noguchi's Department., The Board
of Superv1sors chose one Chief Medical Examiner out of the many
available in the United States., That forensic pathologist, Dr.
Leslie Lukash, M.D., Chief Medical Examiner of Nassau County,

New York, is a respected professional with impeccable credentials.
Dr. Lukash concluded: "The County must realize that, in order

to elevate the Coroner's Office to a position of excellence, it
must provide the economic support to reassure the Chief Medical
Examiner and his staff of its confidence in the existing management
team to enable them to carry out the necessary changes, "It is

my feeling that Dr. Noguchi, Mr. Wilson, and Dr. Cornbloom (sic.)
are doing the best job possible after consideration is given to
whatever resources are currently available." ' (Emphasis added.)

Dr. Lukash' report was made available to the Supervisors before
they wrongfully suspended Dr. Noguchi. The Grand Jury of Los
Angeles County made an independent audit of Dr. Noguchi's depart-
ment and felt so strongly in support of Dr. Noguchi that they
called a press conference to criticize the Board of Supervisors.
Several members of the Board then spent "two hours" with grand

jury members with the avowed purpose of manipulating the conclusion
of the grand jury. Some may interpret that as obstruction of
justice.
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The physician staff of Dr. Noguchi overwhelmingly
supported him and sent a petition so indicating to the Board of
Supervisors. The Board received telegrams and letters supporting
Dr. Noguchi. With the above support of Dr. Noguchi from the Board's

- own chosen expert, the County Grand Jury, the forensic pathologists
and others, the Board saw fit to do what it wanted to do and carried
out its pre-determined decision and wrongly suspended the Chief
Medical Examiner - Coroner. The action of the Board was transparent
and improper. This can be characterized by one Supervisor's
reported comment on the one week delay of suspending Dr. Noguchi
when the Supervisor stated to the press that it would not look good
to suspend Dr. Noguchi right after the Grand Jury's publicized
support of the Coroner.

On March 12, 1982, Dr. Noguchi was advised, in writing,
that the Chief Administrative Officer requested the District
Attorney of Los Angeles County "to review the factual material
developed from the administrative investigations to determine
whether a criminal investigation should be initiated." The District
Attorney later reported that the material did not warrant an

investigation..

The County attempted to go so far as attempting to
prosecute Dr. Noguchi as a criminal merely to try to remove him
from office. The reason for the County's improper, insidious and
frightening improprieties was that, in truth and in fact, they have
no sufficient grounds on which to suspend or discharge Dr. Noguchi.
If the merit system and Civil Service are to survive and if the
vested rights of Dr. Noguchi are to be protected, the Civil Service
Commission must find Dr. Noguchi's suspension to be improper and
reinstate him with full back pay. There are those who state that
because the Commissioners are appointed by the Supervisors, they
will vote with the Board no matter what the evidence proves. We
believe that the Civil Service Commission has the capacity to render
~an independent judgment and will not allow this inequity to exist.

The Board of Supervisors appear to be attempting to
invade the independence of the Medical Examiner. They desire to
control that office. It is essential to the proper administration
of justice that the Chief Medical Examiner not be subject to pressure
from politicians. The Coroner must be free to render impartial
opinions and to call for inquests where he deems it appropriate and
necessary. Politics must be kept scrupulously separate from such
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matters as the death of Ron Settles or the inquest called to
investigate the Ben Weingart situation. Political instructions
inhibiting the Chief Medical Examiner may constitute obstruction
of justice.

Dr. Noguchi responds to the grounds for suspension as
follows:

l. His management of the Department has not been
deficient. There are many changes that could be made and there
are conditions that are correctable with proper funding, personnel
and equipment., However, attention is called to the conclusion of
Dr. Lukash which the County has in its posse551on- _"ggaln, I w1sh

and his staff are doing ‘an excellent “ob in operatlng the Medlcal
Examiner's Office after recognltlon is given to the resources
available to him at the present time."

2. Dr. Noguchi has had an open relationship with the
Chief Administrative Officer and with Supervisor Antonovich to the
extent neces ssary or required. In 1976, Dr. Noguchi requested a
management review because there were some problems and he sought
assistance. Dr. Noguchi's Department compares favorably with other
County Departments.

3. Dr. Noguchi's "outside activities" are matters for
which many, including Supervisor Antonovich, who is in chdarge of
the Coroner's offlce, have highly praised hlm. Dr. MNoguchi has
a keen interest in earthquake disaster prevention In the event
of serious earthquake, the work Dr. Noguchi is 601ng as chairperson
of the Coroner's Service Committee of the Governor's Task Force
may save literally tens of thousands of lives in Los Angeles County.
In that event, he will be a hero. His efforts are to save lives
and benefit the living.

Outside activities have always been allowed and were
part of the inducement by the County to get first rate physicians
and others to work for County pay, which is substantially less than
that of private phy5101ans at the same level. The Board, itself,
has and does recognize this. To attack Dr. Noguchi for outside
activities is an exercise in hyprocisy, while they are ratifying
its appropriateness with relation to others.
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4, Dr. Noguchi is charged with inappropriate delegation
of certain functions. To illustrate Dr. Noguchi's so-called "poor
judgment" in his choice of Ronald L. XKornblum, M.D. as Chief of
the Forensic Medicine Division, the Board has named Dr. Kornblum
as acting Chief Medical Examiner - Coroner of Los Angeles County.
It would seem that the Board, in fact, approves of Dr. Noguchi's
choice. The Chief Deputy Coroner has been Richard Wilson, formerly
with the Chief Administrative Officer's department, and his desig-
nation was approved by both the Department of Personnel, County
Counsel, the Chief Administrative Officer and the Board of Supervisors.

5. Dr. Noguchi has rendered some outside services on a
fee basis. This has been allowed, and.even encouraged, by the
County. He was permitted to engage in 24 hours of outside activities,
for pay, each week. In any one year, the time which Dr. Noguchi so
spent was a fraction of that to which he was entitled. He has
continuously reported these activities to the County and they cannot
condone and allow it for years and now seek to use it against him.

6. As Chief Medical Examiner - Coroner of Los Angeles
County, Dr. Noguchi has had a duty to the public to report on the
deaths of prominent movie celebrities. The media interest in such
deaths is brought about. by public demand to know what caused these
tragedies. It is the duty of the Coroner to investigate the facts
and circumstances surrounding death. The Coroner's report then, by
law, becomes public. The news people literally pursue the Coroner
for some statement. Failure to make a . statement leads to unfounded,
incorrect and sometimes unfortunate rumors being circulated. It is
the responsibility of the Coroner to determine what he should report.
Apparently, the Board does not like and has used as a "charge"
statements of Dr. Noguchi characterizing the Board Order about public
statements. The Order speaks for itself. The First Amendment of
the Constitution of the United States guarantees free speech.
Coroners are not excluded from that constitutional provision.

This letter is not intended to cover every evidentiary
detail, but rather as a summary of the basis for Dr. Noguchi's appeal.
Obviously, at the Hearing, numerous witnesses and many documents will
be involved.

Sincerely,

ISAAC & MARKS
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

By

GODFREY ISAAC
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Accepted, Approved & Adopted
as Notice of Appeal

THOMAS T. NOGUCHI, M.D.

GI/TN/md

cc: James A, Mize
W. A. Masterson, Esqg.
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORONER

1104 NO. MISSION RD., LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90033

THOMAS T. NOGUCHI, M.D. March 15, 1982 “SERVICE TO THE LIVING”
Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner

-Accident and Disease

(213) 226-8021 .
Prevention
-Criminal and Civil
s Justice
Honorable Board of Supervisors -Scientific Research

Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012 T o

&7 .
Gentlemen: g@/( W
The undersigned Deputy Medical Examiners or the Offite of the Chief

Medical Examiner-Coroner are convinced that:

1.

Very trmly yours,

V. Bucklin, M.

A personal and professional injustice is being done to
Dr. Thomas T. Noguchi, Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner
in the present proceedings now under .-way;

They constitute a threat to the essence of the Medical
Examiner concept, which has long been staunchly advocated
by the entire medical profession as a solution to the
glaring deficiencies and abuses inherent in the office of
the Coroner as once constituted. It attempts to ensure
that the performance of duties touching on virtually every
aspect of community life will be done not only with the
special knowledge of the physician, but will be done as an
independent, unbiased, neutral party, free of political
influence and manipulation;

We know as fast that Dr. Noguchi is a competent Forensic
Pathologist and a decent man.

., Forensic Pafthologist

em.;:.,

7 ¢

Forensic Pathologist

ph ‘H. Choi, M.D., Forensic Pathologist

Joseph Lawrence Cogan, M.D,, Forensic Pathologist

Continued on page 2



Honorable Board of Supervisors
March 15, 1982
Page 2

Irwin L., Golden, M.D., Forensic Pathologist
Eva T. Heuser, M. athologlst

RééZZd Kor um, M. D., Forensic Patholoqlst
ara X
ara K. Reddy, M. D., Patholggist

Sharon I. Schnittker, M.D.,Forensic Pathologist

Kby é%ﬁff/
orensic Pathologist

William Sherry, M.D.,

Joan Shipley, M.D., Forensic Pathologist

%ﬂ Qﬂm)oﬂ )

Blair D. Thompson, M.D., Pathologist

)é;kﬂpﬁ‘ﬁgr Zkﬁ%7*‘“ MD

ﬁgﬁes v. Wegnerf M.D., Pathologist

EC:mp



RONEY RIVER RANCH

Black Angus Locker Beef
Ward Jr. & Val Roney
16819 W. Snoqg. Rvr. Rd. N.E.
Duvall, WA. 98019
206-788-1145

Los Angeles Board of

County Supervisors 7 i
500 W. Temple {/;-*'/
Los Angeles, CA. 90012
Dear Board Members: N S h' .

I'/‘ 1 o
b CJLL
I am getting more and more distressed at your treatment
of Coroner Thomas Noguchi, as reported in the Associated Press &

WPI (which I realize are not always factual).

Mr. Noguchi did all of us a big favor by reporting the
real cause of the deaths of Bill Holden and Natalie Woods.

The disease of alcoholism and drug abuse are so prevalent
in the United States and they are characterized by denial to
which you are inadvertently contributing. It doesn't hurt the
public to know that alcohol and drug abuse do cause death; in
fact, the more it is known, the more inclined many people will
be to avoid such abuse.

I hope you'll get off Mr. Noguchi's back and get more
supportive of the prevention and education fields. He deserves
laudation, not discipline.

I would be very interested in your rebuttal.

Very truly yours,

. Val Roney

." f‘ :



