
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA

SAMUEL A. PERRONI, )
)

Plaintiff, )
)

v. )
)

AMERICAN MEDIA, LLC, ) Case No. __________
)

Defendant. )
)
)

COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY RELIEF

Plaintiff Samuel A. Perroni, for his complaint for declaratory relief against defendant 

American Media, LLC (hereinafter, “American Media”), states:

1. This action is filed with respect to a written Agreement for Use and Non-Disclosure 

of Confidential Information (hereinafter, the “Agreement”) concerning confidential and 

proprietary processes, sources, evidence and information relating to a book manuscript Mr. Perroni 

has written but not yet published.  The manuscript is a product of Mr. Perroni’s years of 

investigation and research into the November 1981 death of actress Natalie Wood off the coast of 

Santa Catalina Island, California.  Mr. Perroni shared the manuscript with American Media in 

utmost confidence, per the terms of the Agreement, after being enticed by American Media’s 

expressed interest in publishing his book.  A true and correct copy of the Agreement, which was 

effective on April 9, 2019, and fully executed on April 16, 2019, is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.  

Mr. Perroni sues for declaratory and injunctive relief concerning American Media’s past and future 

breach(es) of the Agreement.
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PARTIES

2. Mr. Perroni is a citizen of the State of Arkansas.  He resides in Washington County, 

Arkansas.

3. American Media is a Delaware limited liability company with its principal place of 

business located at 4 New York Plaza, New York, New York 10004.  American Media’s registered 

agent for service is The Corporation Trust Company, Corporation Trust Center 1209 Orange 

Street, Wilmington, Delaware 19801.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

4. Jurisdiction is conferred on this Court by Fla. Stat. § 26.012(3), Fla. Stat. § 86.011,

and Fla. Const. art. V, § 5.

5. Venue is appropriate in this County by Fla. Stat. § 47, because an American Media 

subsidiary has an office in Boca Raton, Florida, and because the parties agreed that “[a]ny 

controversy or claim arising out of or relating to this Agreement shall be instituted in a state or 

federal court of competent jurisdiction in the State of Florida, which shall have exclusive 

jurisdiction over any such action.”  See Exhibit 1, ¶ 9.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

6. On November 29, 1981, Natalie Wood, an Academy Award-nominated actress, 

drowned off the coast of Santa Catalina Island, California.

7. The circumstances of Ms. Wood’s death have remained shrouded in suspicion and 

mystery, leading to numerous theories as to the potential cause of her untimely demise at the age 

of 43 years.

8. Mr. Perroni is a former federal prosecutor for the Eastern District of Arkansas and 

a renowned and decorated criminal defense attorney.  Mr. Perroni is also a published author.  He 
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previously published the historical fiction novel Kind Eyes, a retelling of Abraham Lincoln’s last 

murder trial as a criminal defense attorney.

9. Mr. Perroni spent years investigating and researching the circumstances of Ms. 

Wood’s death, obtaining access to information and evidence that is not within the public domain.

Mr. Perroni began writing a book about Ms. Wood’s death based on the information he obtained 

from his investigation.

10. During his investigation, Mr. Perroni was contacted by American Media through

Mr. Douglas Montero, a correspondent for the National Enquirer tabloid newspaper, who asked if 

he could review the materials obtained by Mr. Perroni concerning Ms. Wood’s death.

11. On April 9, 2019, before agreeing to send any material gleaned by Mr. Perroni 

through his investigation (and while the book was still being written), Mr. Perroni and American 

Media, the National Enquirer’s publisher, entered into the Agreement.  See Ex. 1.  The Agreement 

was fully executed on April 16, 2019.  See id.

12. The Agreement provides that “[American Media] is in the process of investigating 

and reporting on the circumstances and relevant facts regarding the death of Natalie Wood in 

November 1981. . . .”  See Ex. 1.  The Agreement also states that Mr. Perroni “has for some time 

been investigating the circumstances and relevant facts regarding the death of Natalie Wood for 

the purpose of authoring a book based upon his investigation.”  Id.

13. The Agreement notes that American Media wished to interview Mr. Perroni, read 

the manuscript of his book concerning Ms. Wood’s death, and examine documents obtained by 

Mr. Perroni during his investigation.  See Ex. 1.  The Agreement acknowledges that Mr. Perroni 

“wishe[d] to maintain the confidential status of such information and possible sources” and Mr. 

Perroni “require[d] such information be accorded confidential treatment. . . .”  Id.  “Confidential 
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Information” is defined in the Agreement as all “technical, financial, operational, business or other 

information not in the public domain, including without limitation, data, documents, processes, 

analyses, and studies, whether in written or electronic form, or whether communicated in writing, 

verbally, or otherwise, which [Mr. Perroni] discloses to or makes available to [American Media]

in conjunction with the Project of [American Media].”  Id. at ¶ 1 (hereinafter, “Confidential 

Information”).

14. The Agreement notes that American Media would hold the Confidential 

Information in “strict confidence” and not “disclose any part of it to others, or use the same for its 

benefit, except as expressly permitted in [the] Agreement.”  See Ex. 1, at ¶ 2.  American Media 

also agreed to not use Mr. Perroni’s Confidential Information except as agreed upon by Mr. Perroni 

and American Media by further separate written agreement.  Id.

15. The Agreement further provides that American Media may disclose the 

Confidential Information only to its “directors, officers, employees, agents, consultants, or 

attorneys . . . who have a need to know.”  See Ex. 1, at ¶ 3.  Prior to making such disclosures, 

however, American Media “shall provide any such Representative(s) with a copy of this 

Agreement and require that he/she/they agree to the terms and conditions hereof.”  Id.  American 

Media is responsible for any breach of the Agreement by any of its representatives.  Id.

16. Mr. Perroni continued researching and writing his book after the Agreement’s 

execution.

17. On September 19, 2019, Mr. Montero e-mailed Mr. Perroni to inquire as to the 

progress of Mr. Perroni’s book.  A copy of the September 19, 2019, E-mail Correspondence 

between Mr. Montero and Mr. Perroni is attached hereto as Exhibit 2.
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18. Later that day, in response to Mr. Montero’s e-mail, Mr. Perroni stated that he 

finished a manuscript of the book and that a summary of the manuscript had already been reviewed 

by an editor and agent in New York.  See Exhibit 2.  Mr. Perroni wrote to Mr. Montero that he was

moving forward and that, if Mr. Montero’s supervisors at the National Enquirer and American 

Media wished to work with Mr. Perroni on publishing the book, it would need to be “soon” because 

Mr. Perroni was going to sign with the agent if the agent was so inclined.  Id. Upon Mr. Perroni’s 

statement that the manuscript was finished, Mr. Montero asked if the manuscript could be sent to 

him for review via FedEx.  See Ex. 2. Mr. Perroni informed Mr. Montero that he would have to 

think about whether he would send the manuscript to Mr. Montero.  See id.  Mr. Perroni also 

clarified that not all the photographs and documentation obtained by Mr. Perroni during his 

investigation were in the manuscript.  Id.  Mr. Montero stated that the “revelations should be 

interesting enough.” Id.

19. The next day, September 20, 2019, Mr. Perroni e-mailed Mr. Montero to state he 

would send the latest version of the manuscript to Mr. Montero via FedEx, but only with the 

following conditions: (1) that Mr. Montero would be the only person to read the manuscript; and 

(2) that Mr. Montero make no copies of the manuscript.  See Ex. 2.  Mr. Perroni stated his objective 

in the e-mail message to Mr. Montero: “My objective is very clear.  I would like to get my work 

out there with your company getting the right to publicize the contents within a coordinated effort 

to maximize the evidence I have uncovered.”  Id.

20. On or about September 24, 2019, Mr. Perroni shipped to Mr. Montero a copy of the 

manuscript via FedEx. Mr. Perroni included a cover letter addressed to Mr. Montero.  See 

September 24, 2019, Letter to Mr. Montero, attached hereto as Exhibit 3.  In the cover letter, Mr. 

Perroni again stated he was sending the manuscript to Mr. Montero “in the utmost confidence” to 
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assess whether he felt the book should be published by American Media.  See id.  Mr. Perroni 

asserted that he was not interested in magazine stories or podcasts unless it was in conjunction 

with publishing his book.  See id.

21. Mr. Perroni noted, in his September 24, 2019, cover letter to Mr. Montero, that, if 

Mr. Perroni and American Media could not work together, the information and sources sent with 

the manuscript to Mr. Montero “will remain confidential while [Mr. Perroni] [sought] publication 

elsewhere.”  See Ex. 3.

22. On October 1, 2019, Mr. Perroni texted Mr. Montero to confirm Mr. Montero’s 

receipt of the manuscript.  See Text Correspondence between Mr. Perroni and Mr. Montero, 

attached as Exhibit 4, at 1.  Mr. Montero confirmed receipt. Id.

23. On October 8, 2019, Mr. Perroni sent a follow-up text to Mr. Montero stating, “long 

periods of silence make [Mr. Perroni] nervous.”  See Ex. 4, at 2.  In response, Mr. Montero stated 

he had “yet to read entire book,” but planned to read the entire manuscript by October 10 or 11.  

Id.

24. By October 21, 2019, Mr. Perroni had not heard back from Mr. Montero.  As a 

result, Mr. Perroni texted Mr. Montero inquiring the status of the manuscript’s review.  See Ex. 4, 

at 2. Mr. Montero did not respond. Id.

25. The following day, Mr. Perroni sent another follow-up text to Mr. Montero which 

stated, “[i]f there is no interest on [American Media’s] end, I need the manuscript and Resources 

list returned immediately.”  See Ex. 4, at 2. Mr. Montero responded that same day by claiming he 

“ha[d]n’t had a chance to delve deep into the book yet” because he had been too busy.  Id.  Mr. 

Montero asserted he would try to “read it on [his] day off over the weekend.”  Id.  According to 

Mr. Montero, he needed to read it so he could “[d]ebrief [his] editors and see what they want to 
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do.”  Id. Mr. Montero claimed he was “frustrated with [his] bosses” concerning Mr. Perroni’s 

manuscript.  Id.

26. By November 1, 2019, eight days since Mr. Montero’s last text, Mr. Perroni had 

still heard nothing concerning his manuscript.  As a result, Mr. Perroni texted Mr. Montero to 

demand the immediate return of his manuscript, per Paragraph 4 of the Agreement.  See Ex. 4, at 

2; see also Exhibit 1, ¶ 4.  One day later, on November 2, 2019, Mr. Montero responded to Mr. 

Perroni’s text and stated, without argument, that he would return the manuscript.  See Ex. 4, at 2.

27. Another three days passed, and yet Mr. Perroni still heard nothing further from Mr. 

Montero.  As a result, Mr. Perroni texted Mr. Montero to ensure Mr. Montero sent the manuscript 

back to Mr. Perroni as requested by Mr. Perroni per Paragraph 4 of the Agreement.  See Ex. 4, at 

3.

28. On November 6, 2019, one day after Mr. Perroni requested confirmation of the 

manuscript’s return, and approximately six weeks after Mr. Perroni sent the manuscript to Mr. 

Montero via FedEx, Mr. Montero stated in a text to Mr. Perroni that he had “t[aken] a quick look 

at the book late this afternoon before preparing for mail [back to Mr. Perroni].” See Ex. 4, at 3.

Mr. Montero admitted he told his superiors at American Media of certain crime scene photographs 

obtained by Mr. Perroni as evidenced in the manuscript.  Id. Mr. Montero stated his supervisors 

asked him to see if Mr. Perroni was interested in selling three of the photographs.  See id.  In a 

moment of candor, and in recognition of what Mr. Perroni had obtained, Mr. Montero texted that 

Mr. Perroni could “name [his] price” for the photographs.  See id.  Mr. Montero also texted that 

American Media would “withhold the other[] [crime scene photographs] to promote the book.”  

Id.  
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29. Mr. Perroni declined to sell any photographs to Mr. Montero and American Media.  

See Ex. 4, at 3.

30. After Mr. Perroni refused to sell the photographs, American Media returned the 

manuscript to Mr. Perroni via FedEx.  The FedEx package indicated that it was sent by someone 

named Patricia Gonzalez.  Upon information and belief, Ms. Gonzalez is not an American Media 

person authorized to possess Mr. Perroni’s manuscript.

31. Mere days after sending back Mr. Perroni’s manuscript, American Media—without 

any deal to purchase photographs or publish the book or Mr. Perroni’s Confidential Information—

published an online article on the National Enquirer’s website entitled “Natalie Wood Death 

Cover-Up Evidence!” (hereinafter, the “Publication”).  A copy of the Publication is attached as 

Exhibit 5.

32. Six days after the Publication’s online debut, the November 25, 2019, edition of the 

physical National Enquirer paper included the Publication. A copy of the November 25, 2019, 

edition of the National Enquirer’s cover page and the pages containing the Publication is attached 

as Exhibit 6.

33. The Publication discusses and describes Mr. Perroni’s Confidential Information 

that are included in the manuscript that Mr. Perroni shared with American Media per the terms of 

the Agreement, including information and a description of photographs that are not in the public 

domain.  Moreover, the Publication provides a clear road map of Mr. Perroni’s investigative 

processes, in clear violation of the Agreement. See Ex. 5, 6.

34. By publishing the Confidential Information, American Media breached the 

Agreement and interfered with Mr. Perroni’s prospective contractual and economic relationships, 

causing damage to Mr. Perroni.
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COUNT I – ACTION FOR DECLARATORY RELIEF

35. Mr. Perroni restates and realleges paragraphs 1 through 34 above.

36. This is an action for declaratory relief pursuant to Fla. Stat. § 86.011.

37. There is a bona fide, actual, present practical need for declaratory relief pursuant to 

Fla. Stat. § 86.011 and present controversy with ascertainable facts between the parties herein.

38. The adverse legal interests of the parties are of sufficient immediacy and materiality 

to warrant a declaratory judgment.

39. The requested relief is not advisory in nature.

40. By publishing Mr. Perroni’s Confidential Information in the November 19, 2019 

online article on the National Enquirer’s website and the November 25, 2019 issue of the National 

Enquirer, American Media breached the parties’ Agreement and interfered with Mr. Perroni’s 

economic and contractual relationship with prospective book publishers for the manuscript’s 

publication.

41. American Media’s conduct has directly and proximately caused monetary damages 

to Mr. Perroni. The price Mr. Perroni will be able to obtain for the purchase of his manuscript 

declines with every day that the Publication remains available. He also faces future loss of 

publication royalties and erosion of his budding reputation as the go-to source for previously-

unknown information concerning Ms. Wood’s death among book agents, editor, and publishers, 

not to mention countless other media outlets

42. Mr. Perroni is in doubt as to his rights under Florida law and needs a present 

declaration whether American Media breached the Agreement and interfered with Mr. Perroni’s 

economic and contractual relationships.
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43. Mr. Perroni seeks relief in order to enforce contractual/legal rights and not to 

merely seek legal advice from this Court. Specifically, Mr. Perroni seeks a declaration on the 

Agreement’s validity and enforceability against American Media and that American Media hereby 

breached the Agreement through the Publication and interfered with Mr. Perroni’s prospective 

contractual and economic relationships.

44. Mr. Perroni further asks this Court to reserve jurisdiction to provide further relief 

as the Court deems necessary and proper.

WHEREFORE, plaintiff Samuel A. Perroni asks this Court for a declaratory judgment 

pursuant to Fla. Stat. § 86.011 that the Agreement between Mr. Perroni and defendant American 

Media, LLC is enforceable under Florida law, that American Media breached the Agreement and 

interfered with Mr. Perroni’s prospective contractual and economic relationships through its 

publication of Mr. Perroni’s Confidential Information, and for all other relief which this Court 

deems proper.
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Dated: January 2 , 2020 Respectfully Submitted,

/s/Gerald E. Greenberg 
GERALD E. GREENBERG
Florida Bar No. 440094
ggreenberg@gsgpa.com
MIKAYLA ESPINOSA  
Florida Bar No. 1008227  
mikaylaespinosa@gsgpa.com
GELBER SCHACHTER & GREENBERG, P.A. 
1221 Brickell Avenue, Suite 2010 
Miami, Florida 33131 
Telephone: (305) 728-0950 
Facsimile: (305) 728-0951  
E-service: efilings@gsgpa.com

AND

VINCENT O. CHADICK (pro hac forthcoming)
vchadick@qgtlaw.com
BRANDON B. CATE (pro hac forthcoming) 
bcate@qgtlaw.com
PHILIP A. ELMORE (pro hac forthcoming) 
pelmore@qgtlaw.com  
QUATTLEBAUM, GROOMS & TULL PLLC
4100 Corporate Center Drive, Suite 310 
Springdale, Arkansas 72762 
Telephone: (479) 444-5200 
Facsimile: (479) 444-6647 

Attorneys for Samuel A. Perroni 



12

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 2 th day of January 2020, I filed the foregoing using the 

State of Florida’s ePortal Filing System.

/s/Gerald E. Greenberg 
GERALD E. GREENBERG
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